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County Agent’s Notes:

June 29, 1999

1999 is a gardener’s challenge.
Although we have received relief in the form of much-needed rain, gardeners still face
challenges with vegetables, landscape plants, and lawns. Prior to last weekend, the area was
approaching a 10 inch deficit in rainfall compared with a “normal” year at this time. Most of the
area received between one and two inches of rain which fell slowly, allowing it to enter the soil
with a minimum of runoff. At best however, this amount of water will only carry us for four or
five days since losses to evaporation and plant transpiration run between a third and a half inch
per day this time of year.
In general however, our plants have fared well considering the situation. Most vegetable
gardens have produced well as shown by the quantities of beautiful produce I have seen around
the area. Growers participating in the Farmer’s Market on the Square have been bringing some
really fine items to sell, and I expect to see this continue for several more weeks, especially if we
continue to get rain. Join us early on Tuesday and Friday mornings.
Our challenges have come in the form of diseases and insects. You faithful tomato
growers have endured the worst disease levels I have seen to date, but I believe you will be able
to produce enough of the fruit for all of us to enjoy. Normally, disease pressure tends to lessen
about this time of year as night temperatures increase. This happens primarily because fungal
disease organisms are not able to tolerate the higher temperatures, and insects which transmit the

spotted wilt virus become less active in warmer periods. I know that many of you are starting
your planting of late vegetables, and I feel you will see fewer problems with disease.
Insects have also been very active, including cutworms, thrips, aphids, tomato horn
worms, corn earworms, stalk borers in squash and other cucurbits, and others. Cutworms and
thrips have mostly gone, but the others remain, and will soon be joined by stinkbugs,
grasshoppers, armyworms, and others. Our vigil must continue as long as plants are growing
well and producing.
Landscape plants have not been spared these perils. Azaleas have been damaged by
lacewings and aphids. Powdery mildew has arrived to affect several species, primarily rose,
dogwood, and crepe myrtle. Most landscape plants can tolerate these problems without a lot of
control measures being applied, assuming they are growing well. Plants that have other
problems in poor soil or unusually dry areas may need help in the form of insecticide and
fungicide applications. I suggest a soap solution for many of the sucking insects on shrubbery,
but you may need to add an insecticide such as diazinon for heavy infestations. Powdery mildew
disease will require the use of a fungicide like Benomyl, or you may have good success by just
adding about two ounces of sulfur per gallon to your soap solution.
We have already seen diseases in home lawns, including brown patch, fairy ring, and
gray leaf spot. Chlorthalonil, which is sold under trade names like Daconil and Funginex works
well on most turf problems, but more than one application is usually needed to solve the
problem. In the case of fairy ring you can use zinc-based fungicides like Mancozeb and Dithane,
but good results require thorough treatment and persistence. Many of you are cutting grass a
little too close, weakening the plants and making them more susceptible, and of course the

problem of excess nitrogen fertilization is always a factor. Shade adds another facet to the
problem by preventing dew from drying off, providing moisture which supports disease.
For all you folks with beautiful St. Augustine and centipede turf, the next few weeks are
critical to watch for attack by chinchbugs. These little terrors can ruin your grass in just a few
days, particularly if you have large areas exposed to full sun all day. These areas are preferred
by chinchbugs. To begin with, you will think you spilled fuel on your grass because this is the
appearance you get; that of a quickly killed brown area. You will need to treat quickly with
diazinon or dursban to head off their rapid advance. Both liquid and granular formulations work
well.
We are busy these days, and you may find me gone if you call the office. Leave a
message and you phone number and I will get back to you. Our phone numbers are
and

.

